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Canada has one of the largest rail networks in the world, spanning more than 

40,000 kilometres of track. Maintaining and modernizing this system has 
become a growing priority as governments and industry invest in infrastructure 

renewal, electrification, and lower-carbon solutions. This special feature will 
explore how innovation, policy, and investment are shaping the future of rail in 

Canada and beyond.

Proposed topic highlights:
INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT & MODERNIZATION — Upgrading rail 

networks, terminals, and intermodal corridors to improve capacity, safety, and 
reliability.

ELECTRIFICATION & DECARBONIZATION — Electric rail, alternative 
propulsion technologies, and efficiency initiatives advancing low-carbon 

transportation.
FREIGHT & SUPPLY CHAIN RESILIENCE — Rail's role in strengthening trade 

corridors, reducing congestion, and supporting key resource and industrial 
sectors.

PASSENGER RAIL & REGIONAL CONNECTIVITY — Expansion of commuter, 
high-frequency, and high-speed rail to support mobility and economic growth.

DIGITAL RAIL & OPERATIONAL TECHNOLOGY — Smart systems, 
automation, and data-driven maintenance improving performance and safety.
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