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Excellence in Aerospace

Positioned as a global leader, Canada's aerospace sector is charting a course 
to redefine its future by prioritizing cutting-edge advancements, fostering a 
resilient supply chain, and championing sustainability initiatives for a greener 
aviation landscape. This special feature will cast a spotlight on the future 
outlook for the Canadian aerospace sector, providing insights into its 
resilience, innovative strategies, and collaborative efforts with key partners. 
These initiatives collectively ensure sustained growth and contribute 
significantly to the nation's economic prosperity.

Proposed topic highlights:
Cutting-edge Advancements: Exploring the latest innovations in the 
aerospace industry.
Resilient Supply Chains: Discussing strategies for enhancing supply chain 
resilience.
Sustainability Initiatives: Highlighting efforts to promote environmental 
sustainability in aviation.
Global Leadership: Examining Canada's position as a global leader in 
aerospace.
Collaborative Partnerships: Exploring collaborations between the Canadian 
aerospace industry and key partners.
Future Outlook: Analyzing the future trends and challenges in the Canadian 
aerospace industry.
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TORONTO BUSINESS LEADERS URGE OTTAWA TO
EASE AIRPORT LINEUPS

here are many benefits that
come from having an airport

in downtown Toronto – serving more
than 20 destinations, just steps from
the financial district and attractions,
and accessible by foot, bike or
transit. But with this proximity and
convenience comes a responsibility
to do things differently, and invest
in infrastructure and technology that
reduces the impacts of operations.
At least that’s how the team at Billy
Bishop Toronto City Airport sees it.
“As a downtown airport, it is

incumbent upon us to do things
differently than other airports and
continually seek to improve, innovate
and identify ways to make the
airport cleaner, greener and quieter.

A new coalition comprising Destina-
tion Toronto, the Ontario Chamber
of Commerce, and the Greater
Toronto Airports Authority (GTAA)
is calling for the rapid rollout of an
expanded Canadian trusted traveller
program in line with the govern-
ment’s commitment to expedite
digital solutions at borders to ensure
seamless traffic through Canada’s
airports.
The coalition – Innovate. Travel.

Canada. (ITC) – includes business
leaders in sectors ranging from
events and tourism, to business
and city building. Its objective is to
advocate for long-term innovative
and technology-based initiatives
to help Toronto Pearson remain a
world-class airport.
Speaking at the launch of the

coalition, GTAA president and CEO
Deborah Flint said the GTAA is
committed to advocating for a bet-
ter travel experience for interna-
tional and local travellers through
Toronto Pearson and other Canadian
airports, noting that air travel in
Canada has faced significant chal-

T

lenges restarting business following
the COVID-19 pandemic.
“ITC is encouraging the federal

government to rapidly roll out an
expanded trusted traveller program
to streamline pre-board screening,
digitize cross-border travel and
make it easier to arrive.”
If implemented, an expanded

trusted traveller program could
reduce security inspection of shoes
and laptops and allow more pas-
sengers to be safely vetted.
Rocco Rossi, president and CEO

of Ontario Chamber of Commerce,
said trusted traveller programs have
been implemented worldwide and
provide a safe and efficient way to
clear low-risk travellers and offer a
quick solution for reducing lines at
airport security.
“Canada is years behind its peer

countries in the G7 and G20 in
implemented digital solutions at
the border,” he added. “Now is
the time for Canada to announce
the rapid rollout of an expanded
Canadian-led trusted traveller
program.”

That is our mantra, and it is behind
every decision we make with regard
to operations and investment,” says
RJ Steenstra, president and CEO of
PortsToronto, owner and operator of
Billy Bishop Toronto City Airport.
With 85 years on Toronto’s

waterfront, Billy Bishop Airport is an
important international gateway and
a key driver of Toronto’s economy.
The airport served approximately 2.8
million passengers in 2019 and has
made a strong recovery following a
few years of disruption caused by the
pandemic.
It is estimated that the airport added

approximately $3-billion to Toronto’s
economy in 2022 and is expected to
grow to nearly $4.8-billion by 2025.
It is also an important source of jobs
and plays a key role in the Ontario
health-care system due to the Ornge
medevac operations that are located
at the airport, minutes away from the
majority of Toronto hospitals.
But with all of this activity comes

impacts specific to noise and the
environment. So in 2015, Billy Bishop
Airport began its journey towards
greater environmental sustainability.
It began with the opening of the
pedestrian tunnel that now runs under
the bedrock of Lake Ontario and is
used by approximately 90 per cent of
its passengers to get to and from the
mainland.
“The pedestrian tunnel was a game

changer for Billy Bishop Airport as it
eliminated the waves of passengers
that came and went according to
the ferry’s 15-minute schedule. Now
the passenger flow is a constant,
well-managed stream that has all but
eliminated traffic congestion in the
area related to airport operations,”
said Mr. Steenstra.
The tunnel was followed up by the

construction of a Ground Run-up En-
closure – only the second of its kind
in Canada – which dampens the noise
related to required post-maintenance
engine run-ups.
“The enclosure has virtually

eliminated complaints related to
maintenance run-ups, which had
been our top complaint from those
in the community. Once we had ad-
dressed that noise source, we turned

In addition to being a key economic driver, Billy Bishop Toronto City Airport
is advancing a range of initiatives to further elevate its benefits and reduce

its environmental impacts. SUPPIED

ITC is encouraging
the federal

government to
rapidly roll out an
expanded trusted
traveller program to
streamline pre-board
screening, digitize
cross-border travel
and make it easier

to arrive.
Deborah Flint

President and CEO, Greater
Toronto Airports Authority

CANADA’S AIRPORTS
A cleaner, greener, quieter approach
Billy Bishop Toronto City Airport goes the extra mile to reduce the impact of its operations

our attention to another prevalent
complaint – the passenger ferry. And
in 2021, we were proud to re-launch
the Marilyn Bell passenger ferry as
Canada’s first all-electric ferry,” said
Mr. Steenstra.
The retrofitted Marilyn Bell

ferry runs quietly and without air
emissions related to fuel-powered
operations. In fact, the conversion
has removed 530 tonnes of GHG
emissions. And, given that Billy
Bishop Airport is the only airport in
Canada to be 100 per cent powered
by renewable Bullfrog Power, even
charging the ferry is done sustain-
ably.
Later this year, all of the airport’s

shuttle buses will follow suit and
will be replaced with electric buses
to reduce noise and emissions from
shuttle operations.
“Being a downtown airport comes

with many opportunities in terms of
convenience, access and proxim-
ity, but it also comes with greater
responsibility to ensure that we
maintain balance with the surround-
ing waterfront,” says Mr. Steenstra.
This includes a curfew that prohib-

its commercial aircraft from operating
between 11:00 p.m. and 6:45 a.m. to
provide quiet during the nighttime
hours, redesigning flight paths to try
to avoid residential areas, and col-
laboration with airlines so aircraft taxi
on a single engine to reduce noise.
Billy Bishop Airport’s efforts to

operate sustainably is important to
Toronto. A recent survey conducted
by Environics found strong support
for Billy Bishop Airport, and it also
found that Toronto residents want the
airport to invest and be conscious of
its environmental impact, with 86 per
cent expressing this view.
“At the end of the day, it is all

about balance,” said Mr. Steenstra.
“Billy Bishop Airport is a unique and
valuable asset to the City of Toronto,
and we want to ensure that we can
provide benefit to the city by growing
the economy and facilitating trade,
tourism and connectivity, while re-
maining focused on the environment
and making investments and innova-
tions that reduce our environmental
footprint.”
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